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Dear Marshall First UMC Members: &00020SUg090!

(Welcome to Laos!)

Hello, Marshall Church Family! How am | settling in?
What's my life been like? How was my Christmas? Please
check out blog, connieinchina.org, for all the updates. It's
been quite an exciting December, with a new year ahead,
one of hope, rejoicing and faithful service.

May God bless and keep you well,

Connie in Southeast Asia
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.(\ \\\\\\\\\\‘). “The Life ands Tomey of Jesus Our Savior”

\ / A new sermon series based on the life of Jesus and the impact His life has on
/ \ * us. This series wil trace some of the important events in the earthly lfe of
Q,w /\ - Jesus, the significance of those events, and what we can leam about our

\ salvation and the life we are called to liveas believers in Jesus Christ as a

Becky, Kathy, andl | would Like to thank you all for \\ result of His actions and teachings. This series begins where we left off with

everything you have done for us this Advent season! - the coming of the Wise Men and will take us through His Ascension into
For joining us at our Opew House, caroling at our home, \/ f
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personal visits, cards, gifts, and the way you have
all wade us feel so loved since we came to Marshall.
You have made us feel Like family, for which we

all ave truly grateful. Merry Christmas! \§
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Pastor Bill
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We are all truly grateful.

A big thank you to the congregation for the generous

Christmas gift. | really appreciate it. God bless you in
the New Year- Jo

New Year Issue

January 2024
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f Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit!
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we embark on a new year it is always good to reflect on the old. 2023 was an eventful year for our church, a time of
change no doubt. A change of many staff positions tops the list of change. With the retirement of Pastor Bob, | received the
great privilege of being appointed as your pastor and for this | am grateful. Your welcome has been more than my family and |
could have hoped for. | am thankful to Bishop Beard, Reverend Renner, and the lllinois Great Rivers Cabinet for sending us here
to live and work among you.

Along with the pastoral leadership change we also had a change in our children and youth ministry department with the
departure of our long-time director and the hiring of our new director, Kelly. As no doubt you knew would be the case, Kelly in her
short time in this vital ministry position has proven to be a wonderful asset to the spiritual development of our children and youth.
With the hiring of my wife, Becky, as the new choir director we rounded out the ministry staff. In addition to our ministry staff, we
also hired two support staff, with Dawn as our Tech Director and Heather as our Administrative Assistant.

This is a lot of change in a very short time, but it primes us for what comes next. What the next year will bring is hard to
tell, but | believe we are ready for new and exciting ministry to our community.

During a recent devotional time, | encountered a hymn by Brian Wren named “This is a Day of New Beginnings.”

1. This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember, and move on,
time to believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone.
2. For by the life and death of Jesus, love’s mighty Spirit,
now as then, can make for us a world of difference as faith and hope are born again.
3. Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, step from the past, and leave behind
our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, seeking new paths, and sure to find.
4. Christis alive, and goes before us to show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things new.

Whenever | read these words, | am filled with hope, knowing God is in control and He will lead us if we seek His will. In
this new year we need to be intentional about seeking the Lord for how we should proceed in our work to fulfill our mission of
making disciples of Jesus Christ and transforming our world.

As | have prayed and thought about this, | came to three broad statements to guide us toward the future God has for us

as a church.
1. We must seek to grow in our knowledge and understanding of God’s Word and will through prayer, biblical study,
and Christian conversation.
2. We must seek to reach younger generations through new modes and meeting them where they are in outreach,
without compromising the truth of the Gospel.
3. We must seek to reach more of the people on the edges of life, the unchurched, the de-churched, and the marginally
churched.
What shape and form these broad statements will take as they move from statements to action, | do not know. But what | do know
is that God is more than able to lead us as we seek Him. Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, as we enter into this new year

and new season of ministry, let us seek the Lord and seek those He is calling us to serve.
In Christ’s Service,
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http://connieinchina.org/

X 4 Evelyn Anderson
Leanne Senter
Nancy Hornbrook
KFC Wednesdays 3:00 - 5:00pm Jeff Fattal
(Starting back January 17) Carrol Ellington

Dustin & Jenna Morey 1/21 Joyce Gwyn
. Evy Bauman
Power Lunch- Starting back on the 17" John & Patty Macke 1/29 Hunter Lovstad
Gale Titus
UMYF Jr - 4PM
UMYF Sr - 5PM Jennifer Welliver
Kids of all ages had a very busy Milo Claypool
December here at FUMC. Because of your Chris Macke
generosity, the Jr. High and High School Connie Wieck
youth were able to purchase and deliver gifts to both a needy family in our area and to the CODA house in Terre Haute. The Jocelyn Green
evening of our delivery we enjoyed the Christmas lights in Deming Park and went out for pizza at Monicals. ) Paston Bill Wiggs Jr.
The youth groups helped Summer Lunch with the Christmas food delivery. The kids packed 135 bags of food that a n u a ry S Eric Murphy
were delivered to needy children our area. The Youth Groups also went caroling at Willowbrook. Chelsea Rogerson
KFC ended for the calendar year with Christmas cookie decorating and Bingo. We will start up again on Jan. 17. John James
Our kids took part in the Christmas parade, Hanging of the Greens, the Sunday School Christmas program, and the family Jacob ( Hank) Orman

Christmas Eve service.
If you know of any young families who are searching for a church, please contact the church office and we will get in O u n e e r S

1/3 Owen Ramsey
1/3 Angie Setzer
1/3 Jim White

1/3 Maggie Mullins
1/4 Nancy Claypool
1/4 Gary Heighton
1/4 Laura Irwin

1/6 Sheryl Smitely
1/8 Amy Daugherty

Larry ( Butch) Woodard 1/9 Emma Smitley

1/9 Russ Haenig
1/10 Paula Ross
1/11 Dan Flowers
1/12  Diana Bailey
1/12  Keith Lindgren
1/13 Candace Sanzenbacker
1/13  Olivia Richardson
1/13  Betty Rasner
1/14  Jackie Titus
1/14  Dave Brown

Lisa Welsch

1/14
1/15
1/16
1/16
1/17
1/17
1/18
1/20
1/20
1/20
1/23
1/25
1/26
1/28
1/28
1/28
1/29
1/30
1/30
1/30
1/31

touch with them! Happy New Year!
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27 For the rest of the winter, the choir will continue to meet at 4:00pm every Tuesday. Jack & Lisa Davidson

If you haven't been in the choir lately, but have considered joining us, feel free to
pop on in! 215 & 28™ — Laura Irwin
January Liturgist- Becky Farrell
January Counters- We still need counters for all of 2024
Thank you so very much for the wonderful gifts from the choir and the congregation this Christmas. Your January Nursery Volunteers 7th - Ken and Nancy Claypool
thoughtfulness and the way you have welcomed me as your new director are a huge blessing. | look 14th - Fred and Janet Eitel
forward to a new year of growing together in our love of music and singing for the Lord. 21st - Amy and Kaylee Daugherty

28th - Adrienne and Evangeline Hutson

If anyone would like to sing or perform a special during worship sometime, please let me know. | know the
choir would enjoy a break now and then, and the congregation always enjoys a special piece from other
members of our congregation. | have been told there are lots of musicians in our midst! Feel free to talk to
me if you'd like to have a place in our worship services.

Working together with you in Christ's Service,
Becky
R Tl Tl ol e ol et i el el ol el et ol ol el el s ol el et ol et il

=

.,
Ly
P2

%

Al
« Cyflowers

We need volunteers for
every week in January.




Allyssa Henson( great granddaughter of Bev Smith), Wayne Hutson (father of Kyle
Hutson), Mike Delp ( Friend of John & Linda James), Maine Shooting Victims,
Unspoken (Beth Macke) Unspoken, Tim Bronkie (Pastor’s friend), Marianne Wrone, Gail
Glick, Israel, Diana Bailey, Tiffany Macke, Millie Swalls (Nora & Brad Swalls’
granddaughter), Kinley Nash (Lois & David Nash'’s granddaughter), Molly Macke (Patty
& John's daughter-in-law), The Family of Larry Lindley, The Family of Judy McConchie,
Rev. Ron Martz, Family of Bill Hutson, Bishop Frank Beard, D.S. Angie Lee, Chase Brady
[Joyce Gwyn’s great-grandson], Peg Hintz [Tom Hintz’s mother], Julie Krietemeier
[Beth Macke’s sister], Angie Broncano [Missionary in Laos], Unspoken Request, All Long-term Healthcare Facilities
in Clark County, Natural Disaster Victims, Our Missionaries

Owr Militawy Persorwnel;

Our Nation, Our Nation’s Leaders, and Armed Forces
Chris Bradford John Flowers Daniel Gard
Michael Holmes John Kuhn Shelby Sanborn
Peyton Allen Lewis Sanborn Jake Hoalt

Chaplain Jonathon Maloney

OQuwr Homebound & Healthv Cawre Facility Residenty

Violet Cook JoAnn Donehue Polly Logan
Mary E. Koutsoumpas Phyllis Boatright Ray King
Fremont Schoeck Sharon Miller Dan Flowers

Ron Hicks Ray King
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Coffee will resume on Jan 2., with normal schedules.
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Holy Grounds Coffee Group meets every Tuesday. All are welcome to join!
First Tuesday of each month: 9:00am breakfast at Marshall Family Restaurant.
Second Tuesday: 2:00pm at the Villas of Holly Brook

Third Tuesday: 9:00am at the Gypsy Queen

Fourth Tuesday: 11:00am Lunch — at the church

Fifth Tuesday: TBA
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Prayer Focus for the month: Awareness of Others in Need
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If anyone has completed more Reading Program books since our Summer Reading Challenge, please email Searoba
the titles of the books. Thanks!

SLEEPING MATS:

We have lots of bags, if you have time to stop by the chapel & cut & tie bags. When we get enough plarn (plastic
yarn) tied in balls, we will begin weaving our mat. There is a notebook in the chapel, if you aren’t sure how to cut
or tie. Hopefully, we will have one mat done by the end of January! Thanks for all the bags & for everyone who is
helping with this project. Questions? Talk to Adrienne or Karen.

IGRC Spiritual Growth Retreat, "Speaking and Seeking Spiritual Growth, will be held on February 24th from 9:30-
2:00 at Chatham UMC. Registration deadline is February 17. Please let Karen know if you are interested in going.

Thanks.

Karen UWF CirCle
Schedule

e Thurs., 1/11- Esther

Mission News

The Faith Promise fund is now empty due to the end of year giving. You,
members of FUMC, have been generous mission givers in 2023 and many lives Circle, 7:00 p.m.,
and institutions have been helped by you. We are now asking you to consider Adrienne Hutson’s
giving to help replenish this mission fund as we begin the New Year. The e Thursday, 1/18—
February newsletter will list the donations that have been given in 2023. Now it Faith Circle,

is time to look ahead to 2024 and consider the impact your mission dollars can 9:00 a.m., Chapel
make on those in need, locally, nationally and worldwide . There is always e Thursday, 1/25 —
someone, somewhere who needs our help. Please give your prayerful Sisters in Faith, 6:00
consideration to giving to the Faith Promise Fund for 2024. Jesus has no hands p.m., Marshall Family
but ours to give aid and comfort in a changing world... Restaurant

Sisters in Faith

Thank you for making our Laundry Ministry a great success in 2023! We look forward to continuing our ministry in
2024 so we will need your support to get those clothes clean! Also, we are planning a retreat in April. Please watch
for that date.
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All known group schedules are posted at present date. Keep an eye on announcements in the bulletin,
newsletters, and slides for changes or upcoming events!



Chrfstmos Events
2@23 Chase Paulsen, Eli Graham, Owen Ramsey, Graysen Trudeau

Christmas Eve 5PM Service -
Helping tell the Story of Birth of Christ by setting the Nativity pieces,
Theo Arthur, Tayden McConchie, Raegan McConchie

Lighting of the Christ Candle: The
Graham Family

Elizabeth Lovstad Pastor Bill passing the Light of Christ




