IrLI00 (Saibaidee), Hello from Laos!

I'm sitting here with our treasurer, Nang Nyai,
who is proudly showing me the accumulation
=" of funds coming in from the Advance for the
Suntisouk Language and Vocational Center.
With Marshall First UMC's sizable $2,800, we
~are now able to start up the school year with
, awhole lot of “Amen!”s and “Hallelujah!’s.

Let me tell you how your generous giving is
currently being used.

| recently hired a full-time caretaker of the
Center for $70 a month, a total of $840 per
year. Suher lives at the Center, in one of the
empty classrooms. This income is now
helping him support his mother in the countryside and his brother, now attending college. He is also an
active member of our Laos UMC praise team.

The Center enrollment is increasing! From September onward, we will be using more classrooms, which
means more tables. | ordered 12 tables ($60 each) and 1 metal cabinet ($120) for textbook storage.
These are being delivered the first week of September.

Celebrating my Laos staff's special events is important. The 7 here have families to support and many
weekly church activities to lead, meaning they are very busy. To make our time together special, |
celebrate birthdays (cake and outside meal), family members’ special news (births, weddings, children’s
high test scores) and overcoming iliness or financial difficulties. Having your funds available for planned
or last-minute happenings is such a boost to our spirits.

Lastly, upkeep of the Center is paramount in keeping our students and ourselves safe. This is an old
building complex that we rent. We are plagued by roof and ceiling repairs, leaking faucets, and electrical
issues. With money readily available, there is no need for us to delay in taking care such things.

While you may never visit Laos, know that support for myself and the staff here through your Advance
dollars is making a huge difference in our lives and our service to the Lord.

Blessings to you all!
Connie Wieck, serving in Laos as Director of the Suntisouk Language and Vocational Center.
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MMA Thrift Shop is up and running in their new location at 143 Maple Street. Please consider volunteering a
few hours or more each month. ( There are many different jobs to be done, both food and distribution)-
Tuesday’s from 2PM-4PM (1:30-4:430 on the 4t Tuesday)- and for the Thrift Store operation — Monday'’s,
Wednesday’s, & Saturday’s 8AM-12Noon. Stay for the entire shift or help the amount of time you have. This is
a wonderful way to share the love of God to those less fortunate. And don’t forget- EVERYONE can shop at the
Thrift Shop!

, . October 2024
£ Front the Pastors Pes

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ in the power and presence of
the Holy Spirit.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As many of you know, I like to garden. Admittedly I am not all that good at it, but I find it interesting,
relaxing, and satisfying when it all goes right, and I can enjoy the produce coming from plants that I
planted and nurtured. But as with most things in life, no matter what method you use, gardening is not
easy, it takes work and is not always successful. This year I did not get to plant everything I wanted to
and even with a high tunnel greenhouse to protect my plants the pest pressure was extreme. Just when
I thought I had dealt with one pest well and got my plants growing again, another would come along
in full attack mode, and my plants would suffer a set back again. Just this last week I had finally found
the magic formula, the pests where all gone, and I had an abundance of produce getting ready for
harvest. But as you know, we had high winds, and my greenhouse took a direct hit. There I stood,
assessing the damage, and wondering if I would ever get a break. It was in that moment that I was
reminded of what I tell Becky all the time about my garden, “It is all an experiment” I will learn from
this too. Becky and I then began to think of all the possibilities of how we could make the greenhouse
and our growing systems better so that Grandpa’s Garden could live up to its potential.

The truth is all the events, all the joyful and difficult situations of life, can be looked at through the lens
of pessimism and defeat or they can be looked at with the lens of “what can I learn from this situation
in order to make my life and the lives around me better, as I seek to bring glory and honor to God.”

Recently, I watched a video about the giant sequoia tree. The tree is planted from the seeds inside a
two-inch pinecone. There is a problem though, the little pinecone will only fulfill its potential through
fire. The pinecone takes two years to mature and then waits for a forest fire. The fire melts the resin,
releasing the seeds and allowing them to be planted in the ground with the potential of growing to
three hundred feet tall and producing thousands of pinecones over its 5000 year life. With fire comes
growth, sure for a while it looks like the price is too high, but without the fire growth simply won’t come.

Our church is currently going through the fire. We are in conflict; it is tempting to simply give up and
quit. We think why did this have to happen in our church? Why can’t we just go back to the way we
were? Conflict is a fact of life. Each of us deal with little conflicts daily. Some are so small that we just
laugh them off and say O well. Others are big and thorny and we say, “I don’t want to even think about
it.” But when we don’t deal with conflict it doesn’t just go away. It burns under the surface waiting to
break out again. It is much the same way with fire. An unharnessed fire is a danger, while a harnessed
fire is productive.



This present conflict has the potential to tear the church apart, while at the same time it has the
potential to help us grow in our relationships with one another and with God. This church has great
potential, but the only way we come through the conflict intact and fruitful for the Kingdom of God is if
we begin to grow in the fruit of the Spirit, treating one another with love and mutual respect, realizing
that disagreement does not have to tear us apart. The apostle Paul puts it this way, “as God’s chosen
people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience.” If we are willing to “clothe” ourselves in this manner we will build
relationships with each other instead of tearing each other down. In James 1:2-4 we read, "Count it
all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of
your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing."

In joyful service with you,

Fooken. Bl
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It’s October! Cooler weather is creeping up on us, along with a little less daylight than we’d
T‘”‘T’L“;;ow like to see. If the gray skies and longer nights have you feeling a little gloomy, SING!
4 ‘T,‘ ki Sure, you could just sing in the shower, or sing to yourself while you’re going about your daily
routine, but why not share the joy with others? Listen to the wisdom of Linus — Happiness is
e singing in the choir!

! We’d love to have you join us in making a joyful noise for the Lord! Practice is in the chapel
é at 5:30 every Wednesday, and we run through the anthem for the day in the choir room at 8:30

s Sunday mornings.

Women in Praise will be singing for United Women in Faith Sunday, October 13. We will
practice after our regular choir rehearsals the next two Wednesdays at 6:30. Even if you don’t want to commit to the
weekly choir, feel free to jump in for the ladies’ choir!
“The Low Notes” tenor and bass choir will be singing in November, so there will be a chance for them to join in with
extra rehearsals later, too.
No matter what your level of singing ability, think about joining us. As a choir, we all depend on each other and help
each other follow the notes to the best of our ability. You won’t be doing it alone! And you just might find a moment
of happiness in the process of singing with us.

Becky
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Childyer & Yot Mimi/&w
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Sepfember was a busy month for our children and youth. We started The
month with a Pen Pals and Pizza party. 38 kids and adults are taking part in
the pen pal program! If anyone else is interested, just let us know and we will
pair you up with a buddy.

Power Lunch started of f with a bang! 78 high school students
and teachers attended the first lunch! Power Lunch will
continue each Wednesday throughout the school year. Thanks
SO much to all of you who sign up and donate items.

Even though the weather didn't exactly cooperate, KFC
Kickoff was a big success. The kids bounced, got their faces
painted, made bracelets, won cookies, ate snacks, and p.
registered for KFC! Thanks to everyone who helped.
Youth group played BINGO at Willowbrook and held a
worship service for the residents at the Marshall Rehab
Center. They also prepared and served snacks for
fellowship on September 29.

| Thanks to Chris Fitzjarrald, Janet Eitel, Laura Irwin, Nancy
. Claypool, Karyn Paulson, Amy Daughertry, and Shannon
N Snedeker for their help with Children’'s Church. Each week
" we have 15 -20 kids during worship time.

Thank you for the donations during the noisy offering this month. Due to
your generosity $359 will be given to the Backpack Program.

Please pray for a great KFC season. We begin on Wednesday, Oct. 2 and will
go through April. We hope for a big turnout with lots of fun, learning, and

worship.
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Looking for a gift?

Goimng out to eat?
We have SCRIF cards for these vendors and many many more!

Contact Angie Setzer or see Rick Manuel after church on Sundays.



Israel, All Long-term Healthcare Facilities in Clark County, Natural Disaster Victims, Our Missionaries
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Our Military Personnel:
Our Nation, Our Nation’s Leaders, and Armed Forces

Chris Bradford John Flowers Daniel Gard
Michael Holmes John Kuhn Shelby Sanborn
Lewis Sanborn Jake Hoalt Chaplain Jonathon Maloney

Our Homebound & Health Care Facility Residents
Violet Cook JoAnn Donehue Ray King

Mary E. Koutsoumpas Phyllis Boatright Dan Flowers
Ron Hicks Sharon Miller
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m Holy Grounds Coffee Group meets every Tuesday. All are
welcome to join!

13t - Marshall Family Restaurant 9AM
= 8" - Hollybrook 2PM
N 50 - Gypsy Queen 9AM
22" — Lunch at Betty Jan’s Kitchen, Paris
11:30. Meet at church 11:00 to ride in the van.
29" - Marshall FUMC Fellowship Hall
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recent time of grief as we laid to rest a wonder‘ful
mother. Your cards, flowers, gifts, calls, messages, and
prayers were appreciated more than words can express.
God's love was felt through your care for us, and we felt
comfort in His presence.
Pastor Bill & Becky
and the whole Wiggs family

The Family of Peggy Trudeau, Gilbert Clark (Gordon Clark’s Brother), Candace Painter,
Frederick Shaw (friend of Linda James), Brian Winkleman (brother-in-law of Eric
Murphy), Bev Smith, Molly Macke (Patty & John's daughter-in-law), Angie Broncano
(Laos missionary with cancer), Eddie Gutierrez, Mike Delp (friend of John & Linda
James), Unspoken, Tim Bronkie (Pastor’s friend), Gale Glick, Diana Bailey, Tiffany
Macke, Millie Swalls (Nora & Brad Swalls’ granddaughter), Kinley Nash (Lois & David Nash’s granddaughter),
Bishop Frank Beard, D.S. Angie Lee, Peg Hintz (Tom Hintz's mother), Julie Krietemeier (Beth Macke’s sister),

Unl Unl

Prayer Focus for the month:

Farming Families

|n ith

"Breaking Bread Together" - All the women of the church are invited to
lunch after Sun. school on Sun., Oct. 13. This is UWF Sunday, & the circles will be hosting the
meal. We hope you will put it on your calendar and plan on joining us.

|n

Our Summer reading Program has ended but you can still keep reading! Our Reading Challenge
Celebration will be Monday October 7 at Richard’s Farm Restaurant. Meet at the church at 5: 30 or
meet at 6:00 at the restaurant. Please let Alta know by Friday, October 4 for your reservation.

A total of 130 books were read. The Bluebells read the most in August. Angie Setzer read the most
books overall. A big Thank You to all who participated.

CHILI DAY - 2024

Tuesday, November 5th, Election Day!! Please consider helping with our big fundraiser. There will be
signup sheets posted at the information desk. We will be serving lunch from 11:00 am till 1:00 pm and
dinner from 5:00 pm till 6:30 pm. Take out will be available. We will be in need of many pies, cakes,
and desserts. Also, if you would like to support the food booth, all donations are appreciated. We need
everyone's help to make this day a success and to enable UWF to support our missions. Thank you.
United Women in Faith

Mark Your Calendar:

UWF Board Meeting - Tues., Oct. 1, 4:00 pm

IGRC UWF Annual Meeting - Sat., Oct. 5, Springfield, IL

Reading Challenge Eat Out - Mon., Oct. 7, 5:30 pm Richards Farm Restaurant

UWF Sunday - Oct. 13, Lori, from Midwest Mission Distribution Center will be our speaker.
"Breaking Bread Together" - Sun., Oct. 13, 11:00 am

East District Spiritual Growth Seminar - Sat., Oct. 19, 9:30 - 12, Villa Grove UMC

CHILI DAY - Tues., Nov. 5

Weekly Events

Weaving - Wednesdays from 10 to noon
Quiet Prayer Time - Wednesdays from 5 to 6 pm

Circles:

Esther - Thurs., Oct. 10, 7:00 pm

Faith - Thurs., Oct. 17, 9:00 am Chapel
Susannah Wesley - Mon., Oct. 21, 6:30 pm
Sisters In Faith - Thurs., Oct. 24, 6:00 pm
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| would like to thank everyone for your prayers for my daughter and son-in-law. They are both doing
well. 1 would also like to thank you for your continued prayers for my sister,
Karen Torbeck who will be going thru treatment for lung cancer.

Diana Bailey



October Mission-Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House ,located in East St Louis, is an outreach mission supported by the
United Methodist Church. The agency is registered as a multipurpose faith-based community center.
Its stated mission is "to empower individuals and families to move out of poverty in order to achieve self-
sufficiency." A summary of some of the many services provided by Lessie Bates (as it is affectionally called)
are listed here:
1. Early childhood intervention programs through the Family Resource Center including childcare
facilities.
2. Early childhood education for children ages 3 through pre-kindergarten.
3. After school services with youth development programs to help to at risk youth from age 6 to 17.
4. Job readiness and job placement services including computer lab access.
5. Senior services including a food pantry, Meals on Wheels and a fairly priced cafe and gathering
place.
6. Sponsor of Americorps Volunteers (the domestic Peace Corps).
7. Family support services including counseling, emergency cash availability for help with utility,
rental and medical needs and clothing and shelter assistance.
8. This past year Lessie Bates has provided services to 15,000 residents in the area. It's outreach
has impacted 350 families enrolled in its pre-kindergarten programs. 1,000 meals weekly are
provided to seniors. 150 youth are provided employment .
Lessie Bates Neighborhood House is truly making a difference in this poverty stricken and largely forgotten
and neglected area. It is a national mission of the United Methodist Church :your mission dollars at work.
If you choose to contribute to Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House use the pew envelopes or drop off
at the church office. Be sure to designate the agency in your giving.
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Keep those hangers coming!! We are still collecting store clothing hangers for the new
Thrift Shop. We only need the plastic ones that have the metal hook. Please no wire or

rounded plastic hangers. A collection box is in the office hallway. Thank you!
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Monday’s Pickleball time has changed. It is now at 5SPM for the remainer of the season.
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Keith & Diane Lindgren
Jack & Lisa Davidson

Daniel & Kaylee Delisle 10/22
David & Kim Macke

Riley & Ashley Maurer
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10/07 Riley Maurer
10/12 Alta  Youngdahl
Dianne Rardin
10/22 Kathy Brown
Michael & Jenn Smitley 10/22 Max  Schneider
10/28 Isabel Arthur

Jacob Cannady
Sara Heighton
Chelsey Trudeau
Ty Bullock

Wayne Heighton, Jr.

Carole Henderson
Larry King
Kayte Macke
Carrigan Crumrin
JaseighVeach

Greeters- 6™ -

13t - UWF
20" -
27t — Jim & Jo Vadas

Ushers — 6 -

13th— UWF
zoth _
27th _

Nursery- 6" — Adrienne & Evangeline Hutson
13™ — Erica & Caroline Crumrin
20™" - Amy Canady & Nancy Crumrin
27" —Tara & Sadie Claypool

Lobby Watch- 6% — Rick Manuell

13—
20" -
27th -
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10/1 Karen Haenig
10/2 Ben Macke
10/3 Clinton Oberlee
10/4 Adam Crumrin
10/4 Morgan Macke
10/7 Lindsay Welsh
10/7 Steve Macke
10/9 Jan Ridgway
10/9 Chase Paulsen
10/10 Jayci Green
10/10 Turner Graham
10/11 Lexi Mason
10/11 Cory King
10/12 Nis Lovstad
10/13 Larry Rasner
10/18 Daisy Bloodworth

6th _
13t — Kobe Brannan & Family

20" — Haley King & Sherri Jordan
27" —

10/19
10/20
10/20
10/21
10/21
10/21
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/29
10/29
10/30
10/31



OCTOBER 2024

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1. 2. Power Lunch 3. 4. Exercise—8:30 AM 5.
Holy Grounds-gAM. @, KFC-3PM : . P | , _
@ Marshall Fa , | Choir Practice - 5:30PM Pickleball 8:30AM IRGC: UWF Springfield
ReStaurantﬂntM'mtianaﬂ Prayer Tlme 5'6PM
Coffee Day

UWF Board Mtg 4PM UWEF Choir 6:30PM

Nat’l Custodian Appreciation World Animal Day
6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 11. 12.
. Holy Grounds-2PM
World Communion Exercise- 8:30 AM é') Hollybrook Power Lunch Esther Cir — 7PM
sunday Yoga-9AM KFC-3PM Exercise — 8:30 AM =05
Confirmation Class Pickleball 5PM Choir Practice-5:30PM w
. _ . . NATIONAL
YE Reading Challenge Eat Out Prayer Tlrpe 5-6PM Pickleball 8:30AM pATIONAL
UWEF Choir 6:30PM
Thank a Farmer
13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19.
UWF Sunday Exercise- 8:30 AM Power Lunch : . . .
Holy G ds- 9AM Faith Circle 9AM Exercise — 8:30 AM
Confirmation -4PM Yoga- 9AM _ O@X)/Gyr:sl;/nQZeen KEC - 3PM Come volunteer at the

Charge Conference @2 i Food & Clothing Bank

Paris UMC — 4:30P 2 opr, A Trustees @ 6PM Choir Practice - 5:30PM Pickleball 8:30AM from 8:30-12

Nat’| M&M Day ) ()Eﬁ“q?& Prayer Time 5-6PM
Pastor Appreciatiothay Pickleball 1d -
20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 25. 26.
Confirmation -4PM Exercise- 8:30 AM HonFglrlgvvr;i?- I\IfllzlﬁsfaQI,LK/IUMC Power Lunch Sisters in Faith 6PM Exercise — 8:30 AM Nat’l Day of the Deployed
Yoga- 9AM P KFC - 3PM
Come volunteer @ the Food &
R Clothing Bank Choir Practice-5:30PM
T Pickleball SPM from 12-4:30PM _ . _
)%wglﬁg;:@ . Prayer T|me 5-6PM Pleleba“ 8.30AM
Susannah Wesley 6:3PM Church Council @ 6PM
27. 28. 29. 30. 5z 31.
Noisy Offering Sunda Exercise- 8:30 AM g
y g y Power Lunch@g

Confirmation -4PM Yoga- AN, KEC - 3PM entWitie

Jr. & Sr. YF @ 5PM Choir Practice-5:30PM
Prayer Time 5-6PM

Pickleball 8:30AM

Pickleball 5PM






