
                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

ສະບາຍດີ  (Saibaidee), Hello from Laos! 

I’m sitting here with our treasurer, Nang Nyai, 
who is proudly showing me the accumulation 
of funds coming in from the Advance for the 
Suntisouk Language and Vocational Center.  
With Marshall First UMC’s sizable $2,800, we 
are now able to start up the school year with 
a whole lot of “Amen!”s and “Hallelujah!”s. 

Let me tell you how your generous giving is 
currently being used. 

I recently hired a full-time caretaker of the 
Center for $70 a month, a total of $840 per 
year.   Suher lives at the Center, in one of the 
empty classrooms.  This income is now 

helping him support his mother in the countryside and his brother, now attending college.  He is also an 
active member of our Laos UMC praise team. 

The Center enrollment is increasing!  From September onward, we will be using more classrooms, which 
means more tables.  I ordered 12 tables ($60 each) and 1 metal cabinet ($120) for textbook storage.  
These are being delivered the first week of September. 

Celebrating my Laos staff’s special events is important.  The 7 here have  families to support and many 
weekly church activities to lead, meaning they are very busy. To make our time together special,  I 
celebrate birthdays (cake and outside meal), family members’ special news (births, weddings, children’s 
high test scores) and  overcoming illness or financial difficulties.   Having your funds available for planned 
or last-minute happenings is such a boost to our spirits.  

Lastly, upkeep of the Center is paramount in keeping our students and ourselves  safe. This is an old 
building complex that we rent.   We are plagued by roof and ceiling repairs, leaking faucets, and electrical 
issues.   With money readily available, there is no need for us to delay in taking care such things. 

While you may never visit Laos, know that support for myself and the staff here through your Advance 
dollars is making a huge difference in our lives and our service to the Lord.   

Blessings to you all!   
Connie Wieck, serving in Laos as Director of the Suntisouk Language and Vocational Center. 

                                     

 
MMA Thrift Shop is up and running in their new location at 143 Maple Street. Please consider volunteering a 
few hours or more each month. ( There are many different jobs to be done, both food and distribution)- 
Tuesday’s from 2PM-4PM (1:30-4:430 on the 4th Tuesday)- and for the Thrift Store operation – Monday’s, 
Wednesday’s, & Saturday’s 8AM-12Noon. Stay for the entire shift or help the amount of time you have. This is 
a wonderful way to share the love of God to those less fortunate. And don’t forget- EVERYONE can shop at the 
Thrift Shop! 
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In Christ’s service,   

 

                                                

Guess what time it is! 

It's time to start choir practice again!! We'll meet on Wednesdays, 
beginning on September 4 at 5:30. The chapel was a nice place to 
practice with lots of room, so we'll go back to meeting there. I'd like 
to also have Women of Praise and the Low Notes sing for us from 

time to time, so watch your bulletins for special rehearsals in addition to our regular choir. Even if you 
don't think you can commit to being in choir every week, maybe you can join us for the ladies' group or the 
tenor and bass group! This group is open to everyone who likes to sing! You don't even have to read music 
– we can help you find your notes! If you enjoy making a joyful noise, would like a bit of time away from 
the house, and might like to fellowship with some friends, Choir is for you! Come check it out. You won't 
regret it 

       Becky 

                                                

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The kids and I had such a great summer here at FUMC!  Now, it's time to head into fall 

with a church wide picnic at Lincoln Trail.  Bring your family, a covered dish, and a lawn 

chair.  We will meet at the White Oak shelter at 5:00.  Meat, service and drinks will be 

provided.   

Pen Pals and Pizza will be on Tuesday, Sept. 10 at 5:00.  If you are interested in 

participating in the Pen Pal program, please let me know.  The more the merrier!   

 Youth Group will be playing Bingo with Willowbrook residents on Sept. 15 and leading a 

service for residents of Marshall Rehab Center on Sept. 29. 

Power Lunch for high school students and teachers begins on Wed., Sept. 18.  I will pick 

kids up in the church van at both lunch periods.  Watch for donation sign-ups at the 

welcome center counter. 

Everyone is welcome to the KFC Kick-off party on Saturday, Sept. 28.  There will be 

games, food, bounce houses, crafts, and a photo booth! Don't miss out on the FREE fun 

from 2:00-4:00!!! 

There are 5 Sundays in Sept., so it's time for a Noisy Offering-Sept. 29-bring your 

change (bills are also accepted.)  Our offering will go to Heifer International. 

      Thanks for ALL of the volunteers who help with our kids! 

     Kelly Lindley 

 
                                             

 

Hey, Confirmation Families! 
Are you ready to jump back into our classes? Now that school is back in session, it’s 
time to get our Confirmation journey back on track, as well. 
Confirmation classes will resume on Sunday, September 15, at 4:00pm in the Chapel. 
If you were part of our classes before school ended last spring, you are part of this 

class! Please make every attempt to be with us each and every Sunday afternoon from now through 
mid-November. As always, you can talk to Pastor Bill, Becky, or Kelly if you have any questions.  See 
you there!  

                                              
 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Our Military Personnel:   

Our Nation, Our Nation’s Leaders, and Armed Forces 

                                       Chris Bradford      John Flowers           Daniel Gard                          

                             Michael Holmes          John Kuhn                 Shelby Sanborn       

                             Lewis Sanborn            Jake Hoalt Chaplain Jonathon Maloney          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                                             

    

 

 

       Prayer Focus for the month:    
Peace in Our Time 

 
 

Quiet Prayer Time - Wednesdays from 5:00 to 6:00 pm in the sanctuary   Everyone is welcome. 
We have completed 7 mats for MMDC.  A big thank you to everyone who has been weaving on 
Wednesday mornings.  They are doing a great job & weaving about 2/3 of a mat each week.  We will 
continue to weave on Wednesday mornings in September.  Come join us!! 
We have completed our 3 Book Studies for the summer with around 15 ladies attending each 
study.  Thank you to the circles for being wonderful hostesses - great food, interesting book reviews, 
fun time together.   
We still haven't set a date for our Breaking Bread Together Dinner.  This dinner, for the ladies in our 
church, will be hosted by the circles.  Hopefully, a date will be set & more information will be available 
soon. 
The East District Fall meeting will be Sat., Sept. 14, from 9:15 to 2:00 at Sullivan UMC.  Lunch will be 
served.  Please let Karen know if you would like to attend.  Reservations are due by August 31.  We 
will be taking items for Cunningham & Lessie Bates.  Boxes are outside the office door, if you would 
like to make a donation.  Items needed:  Cunningham - bath towels, pump hand soaps, white rounded 
neck t-shirts sizes S-XL, black or white ankle socks size 6-12, & Walmart or Amazon gift cards.  Lessie 
Bates - diapers (all sizes, including adults), wipes, gift cards for Walmart, Subway, McDonald's, Dollar 
General, Target, & gas cards. 
The end of the Summer Reading Program ends September 1st but you can still keep on reading. Our 
program eat out date is to be determined. 

 
Upcoming Events: 

   IGRC Annual UWF Meeting - Sat., Oct. 5, Springfield 
    UWF Sunday - Oct. 13 
    Chili Day - Tues., Nov. 5 

       Mark Your Calendar: 
      UWF Board Meeting – September 3, 4:00 PM 
      Esther Circle - Thursday, September 12, 7:00 PM 
      Faith Circle – Thursday. September 19- 9AM 
      Sisters In Faith - Thursday, September 26, 6:00 PM at the Church 

                                     

Holy Grounds Coffee Group meets every Tuesday. All are 
welcome to join!                                                                                                                                 

  3rd - Marshall Family Restaurant 9AM 
 10th - Hollybrook 2PM 
 17th - Gypsy Queen 9AM 
24th – Cilantro’s in  Casey- Meet at church at 9:30, 
Windchimes at 10 for a hayride, or at Cilantro’s, 25 NW 1st St 
Casey, IL,  at 11AM. Watch for a sign up sheet. 

Our Homebound & Health Care Facility Residents 

       Violet Cook                    JoAnn Donehue                Ray King 

       Mary E. Koutsoumpas    Phyllis Boatright            Dan Flowers  

Ron Hicks                  Sharon Miller 

 
  

 

Seniors 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 
                           
 
Keep those hangers coming!! We are still collecting store clothing hangers for the new 
Thrift Shop.  We only need the plastic ones that have the metal hook.  Please no wire or 
rounded plastic hangers. A collection box is in the office hallway.  Thank you! 
 
                                        

 
 
 
Looking for a gift? Going out to eat?  
Need fuel for your vehicle? 
We have SCRIP cards for these vendors  
and many many more! Contact Angie Setzer or  see Rick Manuel after church on 
Sundays. 

 
 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

 
 
 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Greeters- 1st-    Mark & Jeanne Setzer 
       8th -   Sue Boyer & MaryAnn Stepp  
      15th -  Sue Boyer & MaryAnn Stepp 
      22nd – Larry Woodard  & Judy Eitel 
      29th -    
 
Ushers – 1st  & 8th  –  Russ Ross 
   Garvin & Barb Manhart        
                15th & 22nd  -  
     29th   
 
Nursery- 1st – Jody Green & Charlene Moore 
     8th  – Jenna Morey & Dana Ramsey 
               15th -  Ken & Nancy Claypool 
               22nd  – Fred & Janet Eitel 
    29th – Amy & Kaylee Daugherty 
 
Lobby Watch-   

 

1st – Mike & Jo Sanders 

8th – Diana Bailey 

15th –  

22nd – 

29th -   

Ryan Arthur  9/1 
Adam Schneider 9/6 
Alice Schroeder 9/7 
Dustin Bishop  9/7 
Charlie Moore  9/8 
Terry Welsh  9/9 
Erica Crumrin 9/11 
Rick Manuell 9/13 
Emmy Maurer 9/15 
Tim Bloodworth 9/16 
Tom Brannan 9/16 
Weston Price  9/16 
Abby Brown  9/16 
David Rardin  9/18 
 
 

Jerry Joab  9/19 
Logan Cannady 9/20 
Emma Ramsey 9/20 
Richard Lewis  9/21 
Gwyn  Brown  9/24 
Sadie Claypool 9/25 
Brady Bullock  9/25 
Jeanne Setzer  9/26 
Peggy  Zoll  9/27 
Ken Claypool 9/27 
Luke Smitley 9/28 
Tony Graham 9/28 
Matt Davidson 9/29 

Jarod & Jody Green   9/2 
Mike & Becky Farrell   9/4 
Jeff & Brooke Fattal   9/6 
Larry & Jeanne Strohm  9/16 
Steve & Angie Setzer   9/19 
Troy & Candace Sanzenbacker 9/24 
Derrick & Jessica Eitel   9/24 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Illinois  
Great Rivers 
  Conference 

 

East District Fall Meeting 

 

 

Meeting Hope Gifts: 

Cunningham Children’s Home: 
Bath Towels, Pump Hand Soaps, 

White Rounded Neck T-Shirts sizes S-XL, 

Black or White Ankle Socks size 6-12, 

Walmart or Amazon Gift Cards 
 

 

Lessie Bates Davis 

Neighborhood House: 
Diapers – all sizes (including Adult), Wipes, 

Gift Cards for Walmart, Family Dollar, Subway, 

McDonalds, Dollar General, Target, gas cards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When: September 8 @ 5PM 

Where: Lincoln Trail State Park:   

White Oak Shelter 

 

What to Bring: Covered Dish & Lawn 

Chairs 

 

Meat, drink, and service provided 
 

Saturday Sept 14
th

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 SEPTEMBER 2024 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1.  

Communion Sunday 

Jr. & Sr. YF - 5PM 

2. 
  Labor Day- Office Closed 

Summer Reading Prog Ends 

 

3. 

Holy Grounds-9AM 
@ Marshall Family 

Restaurant 
 

UWF Board Mtg  4PM 
 

 

4. 

Choir Practice-5:30PM 

Prayer Time 5-6PM 

5. 

 

6. 

Exercise – 8:30 AM 
 

7. 

8. 
UMM Breakfast-7AM 
Church Picnic - 5PM 

9.      
Exercise- 8:30 AM 

Yoga- 9AM 

Blood Drive- Chapel 

 

 

10.    
Holy Grounds-2PM 

@ Hollybrook 
 

 
Pen Pals & Pizza-5PM 

 
 

      
 

11.       
       

D.S. Angie Lee Visiting- 
6PM 

   Choir Practice-5:30PM 

Prayer Time 5-6PM 

12. 
 
 

Esther Cir – 7PM 

13. 

 
Exercise – 8:30 AM 

 

 

14.      
 

East District Fall Mtg- 
9:15-2PM 

15.      
Listening Session – After 

Sunday Worship 
UMM Co-Op Breakfast 

Zion UMC 
Confirmation -4PM  

Jr. & Sr. YF-  @ 
Willowbrook 

16.      
Exercise- 8:30 AM 

Yoga- 9AM 

Listening Session – 3PM 

 

17.    
 

Holy Grounds- 9AM 
@Gypsy Queen 

 

18.   

Power Lunch 

Choir Practice-5:30PM 

Prayer Time 5-6PM 

Listening Session – 
6:30PM 

19.  

Faith Circle 9AM 

20. 

Exercise – 8:30 AM 

 

 

21. 

Come volunteer at the 
Food & Clothing Bank 

from 8:30-12 

22. 

Jr. & Sr. YF - 5PM 

Confirmation -4PM  
 

23.    
Exercise- 8:30 AM 

Yoga- 9AM 

24.     
Holy Grounds – 9:30AM 

Cilantro’s 
See bulletin for details 

Come volunteer @ the 
Food & Clothing Bank 

from 12-4:30PM 

 

25. 

Power Lunch 

Choir Practice-5:30PM 

Prayer Time 5-6PM 

26. 
Sisters in Faith 6PM 

27. 

Exercise – 8:30 AM 

 

 

 
 
 

28. 

KFC Kickoff 2-4PM 

29. 
Noisy Offering Sunday 

Confirmation -4PM  

Jr. & Sr. YF @  
Marshall Rehab- 5PM 

30. 

Exercise- 8:30 AM 
Yoga- 9AM 

 

    
 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 


